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The Town Center Road Network was completed by Georgia Development Partners in September.  The final 
coat of asphalt and striping were completed the fourth week of September.  Georgia Power has run 
conduit throughout the intersection for streetlights and lamp posts and expects to install the fixtures this 
fall.  The request for bids was sent out for the site work, water and sewer infrastructure, retaining walls, 
and interior roadways for the Town Center this fall.  This work is anticipated to begin in early 2021.  

Caldwell Cline Architects & Designers continues their design work for the new City Hall, amphitheater, and ancillary structures in the 
central park.  Kimley-Horn is also progressing on the engineering of the on-site parking structure as well.
The Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project between Toonigh Creek and Palm Lake Drive is behind schedule due to delays from the 
relocation of overhead utilities and inclement weather this summer.   A1 Contracting, LLC expects to have the project complete this 
fall.  Upon completion, this project will correct stormwater drainage issues along Palm Street near Toonigh Creek and will include the 
addition of sidewalks in the area as well.  
TriScapes, Inc. completed the Hickory Road Sidewalk and Drainage Project between Harmony on the Lakes and J.B. Owens Park in 
August.  This project addressed stormwater issues along Hickory Road and added sidewalks to connect Harmony on the Lakes to the 
park.  
I am pleased to announce that the City of Holly Springs was notified on July 8th that our 2020 budget was awarded the Distinguished 
Budget Presentation Award by the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA).  The City of Holly Springs has received this 
recognition annually since 2010.  Our Finance Director, Denise Lamazares, and her staff work diligently every year to prepare our 
budget and submit it to the GFOA for evaluation.  Please visit the City of Holly Springs official website to review the budget at www.
hollyspringsga.us/gfoabudgetbook_2020. 
The City Council approved the 2021 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) resurfacing and repair project on September 10th.  
The 2021 project includes resurfacing and repairs on Holly Springs Parkway from Home Depot to Toonigh Road, Bradshaw Lane, 
Childers Academic Circle, Barrett Road, Park Lane, Apache Drive and Joseph Street. 
Roger Caldwell with Caldwell Cline Architects & Designers has proposed exterior renovations for the Holly Springs Community Center 
(Depot) including the replacement of the handicapped ramp, deck and painting the exterior façade of the building.  The City will also 
expand the parking lot for the Depot including the construction of an access drive to Palm Street.
Mayor Joe Lockwood from the City of Milton and I were elected in June to serve as the Georgia Municipal Association District 3 North 
President and Vice President, respectively.  I look forward to serving in this capacity on behalf of the City of Holly Springs.
I am pleased to announce that the City of Holly Springs was notified by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Georgia Crime 
Information Center (GCIC) on June 19th that we are in full compliance with all applicable statutes, regulations and policies for non-
criminal justice purposes.  GCIC audited our files for alcohol license submissions maintained by Karen Norred, City Clerk, to ensure that 
all of our records are in compliance with GCIC requirements.
I want to wish Jeremy Smith and his family the best of luck.  He and his family moved out of the City of Holly Springs in August.  Jeremy 
has faithfully served as the Ward 5 City Councilmember of Holly Springs over fifteen years.  We look forward to getting to know Jeff 
Wilbur as he assumes the role of representing Ward 5.

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE.
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City Receives State Funding 
for Widening Project
The City of Holly Springs has been awarded state funding to complete Phase II of its Holly Springs Parkway 
Widening Project. 

On June 23, 2020, Governor Brian Kemp announced that the State Road and Tollway Authority (SRTA) awarded 
over $25 million to various transportation infrastructure projects throughout the state through the Georgia 
Transportation Infrastructure Bank (GTIB). The City of Holly Springs will be receiving a $1.25 million grant 
award as well as a $3.5 million loan award. Grant applications were evaluated on a competitive basis, and 
criteria included engineering and economic merit, availability of matching funds, and feasibility. Loan awards, 
in addition to the criteria for grant awards, were also evaluated based on the creditworthiness of the 
community.

The project will widen Holly Springs Parkway from Rabbit Hill Road to Ronnell Road with two new travel lanes, 
and will also include the extension of a concrete box culvert, installation of a raised and grassed twenty-
foot median, installation of curb and gutter, installation of five foot sidewalks, and installation of 
pedestrian lighting. At its completion, the project will provide connectivity between the pedestrian 
sidewalks recently installed in front of The Darby and Sixes Ridge apartment complexes and the sidewalks 
installed during Phase I of the project. The City’s Tree Commission will use its tree preservation funding 
allocation to plant trees within the designed streetscapes area.

In addition to improving pedestrian connectivity throughout the City, the project will also improve commuter 
access to local businesses and reduce demand on I-575. Preliminary engineering began in June 2020 and 
construction is expected to begin in the Winter of 2021.

Continued Council Minute Summary 
June
Approved a Consent Agenda that included May 4, 2020 Council Work Session & Special Called Meeting Minutes, May 21, 2020 Council Work 
Session & Meeting Minutes, a proposal for pre-demolition screening for suspected asbestos for certain structures located at 411 Hickory 
Road and 100 Hickory Circle from Environmental Associates, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $1,400, a Letter of Agreement for Professional 
Design Services, Holly Springs Town Center Project, Task 1 – Audio-Visual System Design, Task 2 – Site Electrical & Low Voltage Lighting Design, 
Task 3 – Tree Mitigation Plans, Task 4 – Memorial Park Design, and Task 5 – Memorial Park Bidding Assistance & Construction Administration 
Assistance among Foresite Group, LLC, the Downtown Development Authority, and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia, a Professional Services 
Agreement Addendum No. 13 for Task 73 – Boundary Survey and Task 74 – Topographic Mapping between Southeastern Engineering, Inc. 
(SEI) and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia , a Utility Relocation Agreement between Georgia Power Company and the City of Holly Springs, 
Georgia for the Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project, Georgia Department of Transportation Project Number PI# L8211, in an amount 
not to exceed $58,894, terminating a Service Agreement between Clementine Creative and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia, Amendments to 
RES-15-2020, to open one (1) Certificate of Deposit (CD) in the Autocallable Goldman Sachs (GS) Momentum Builder Multi-Asset 5S ER Index-
Linked Certificate of Deposit (CD) due 2027 with South State Bank Investment Services and authorize the City Manager to manage said 
investment, a resolution to open a Certificate of Deposit with South State Bank and authorize the City Manager to manage said Certificate of 
Deposit, the 2020-2021 Classic Main Street Memorandum of Understanding among the Georgia Department of Community Affairs Office of 
Downtown Development Georgia Main Street Program, the Downtown Development Authority, the Main Street Director, and the City of 
Holly Springs, Georgia and authorize the City Clerk and Main Street Director to electronically execute the agreement, a Trademark Sublicense 
Agreement between the Georgia Department of Community Affairs and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia and authorize the Main Street 
Director to electronically execute the agreement, Proposal Number 1612 for the East Cherokee Guardrail Project from Gracie Gray 
Contractors, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $39,930, a proposal from OnSite Monitoring & Management, LLC for the activities associated 
with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System  (NPDES) general permit GAR100001 for the Holly Springs Mixed-Use Land 
Disturbance Permit in an amount not to exceed $300 per month and authorize and ratify the City Manager’s execution of the agreement, an 
amendment One to the Contract for Professional Services between Optech Monette, LLC and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia, Contract 
Change Order #11 from Georgia Development Partners for the Hickory Road and Palm Street Intersection Improvements Project in an 
amount not to exceed $14,506.80, amendments to the job description for Administrative Assistant, Police Department.
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For the first time in 15 years, Ward 5 residents have new 
representation on City Council. 
Jeff Wilbur, the unopposed candidate who qualified for 
the Ward 5 City Council seat was sworn into office on 
September 28th. Councilman Wilbur is filling the 
unexpired term of Jeremy Smith, and as the only 
candidate who qualified during the election qualifying 
period, will continue to serve as the Ward 5 
councilmember from January 1, 2021-December 31, 
2024. 

New Ward 5 Councilmember Takes Office

Councilman Wilbur worked for BellSouth for 18 
years and then retired from the information 
technology field several years ago. Unable to sit 
still, he began working for Cherokee Insurance 
Center, focusing on commercial and personal 
insurance. He is also involved in numerous civic and 
non-profit organizations in Cherokee County.  “I am 
looking forward to working with the Mayor and 
other councilmembers as we move into the new 
year. I am hopeful that as a member of a team we 
can continue to help our community of Holly 
Springs be all that it can be with a controlled vision 
of planning and positive growth,” he said. 

City Clerk Karen Norred administers the 
Oath of Office to Councilman Wilbur. 
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Administration | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

City Manager – Rob Logan

City Clerk/HR Director – Karen Norred

Finance Director– Denise Lamazares

IT & Facilities Manager – Ron Carter

Accounting Specialist – Becky Bruce

Main Street Director/Assistant City Clerk– Erin Honea

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538

Court Administrator – Donna Sanders

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537

Police Chief – Mike Carswell

Deputy Chief – Tommy Keheley

Code Enforcement Officer – Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533

Community Development Director – Nancy Moon

Chief Building Official – Gary Caviness

Stormwater Coordinator/GIS Technican – Zach Arnold 

Community Development Technicians – Tracy Chambers & Sabrina Resendiz

Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

Public Works Project Manager – Collins Monette

Visit us online at  
www.hollyspringsga.us  

for updates, calendar of special events 
and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 19th

November 16th

December 21st  

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 8th

November 12th 

December 10th 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Meets at 6:30 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 21st 
November 18th 
December 16th 

TREE COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 13th 
November 10th 
December 8th  

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the
first Monday of each month.

Elections
NOTICE OF GENERAL AND SPECIAL ELECTION
The City of Holly Springs will hold a Municipal Special Election in conjunction with the Municipal General 
Election on Tuesday, November 3, 2020 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. along with the Cherokee County General 
Election. 

The purpose of the General Election is to fill the following seats: Mayor, Council Ward 3, and Council Ward 5.  
All Wards are city-at-large positions with geographic residency requirements. Below is a list of candidates. The 
purpose of the Special Election being held is in accordance with the recent enactment of House Bill 1087.

Mayor
Steve Miller (Incumbent)

Ward 3
Michael Zenchuk (Incumbent)

Ward 5
Jeffrey D. Wilbur

Shall the Act be approved which provides a homestead exemption 
from City of Holly Springs ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in 
the amount of up to $409,900.00 of the appraised value of the 
homestead for residents of that city who are 62 years of age or older?”
(  )  YES
(  )  NO

Municipal General Election:   Tuesday, November 3, 2020, 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Absentee mail-out, in-person early voting and voter registration information call 770-479-0407. 
On Election Day, voters will be required to vote at their Cherokee County polling locations. For more 
information or to locate your polling place; or dates/times/locations for absentee and early voting – please call 
770-479-0407; Email: voterhelp@cherokeega.com; or visit their website: http://voter.cherokeega.com.

Polls will open for the November 3, 2020, election at 7:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m., at all applicable 
County precincts.  Computation of votes cast in the November 3rd election will be conducted at the Albert 
L. Stone Elections Building, 400 East Main Street, Canton, Georgia 30114.  This and all City of Holly Springs’
elections are governed by the Municipal Election Code of the State of Georgia and the City Charter.  A copy of
the ordinance and/or resolution calling for the election is on file, together with other relevant documents, for
inspection at the City Clerk’s Office, 3237 Holly Springs Pkwy, Holly Springs, GA., between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

About the City of Holly Springs’ Government
The City of Holly Springs government consists of a Mayor and five Council Members. The term of each office is 
four years. The elections are staggered every two years. The City of Holly Springs is divided into five geographic 
wards, which are elected at-large by plurality vote. Candidates must reside in the ward he or she is running for 
when he or she qualifies as a candidate. Elected officials shall continue to reside in the ward he or she qualified 
for throughout the duration of their period of service as well as continue to be registered and eligible to vote in 
municipal elections of the City. 
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Known to many as “Joe Mac,” Sgt. Joe McDonald retired 
from the Holly Springs Police Department on September 
10th after serving with the 
Cherokee County Sheriff’s 
Office, Pickens County 
Sheriff’s Office, and finally, 
the Holly Springs Police 
Department. 

Enjoy your retirement, Sgt. 
McDonald!
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April 
Approved ratifying the Georgia Highway Safety Grant Application; approved a Commitment Letter among South State 
Bank, the Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of Holly Springs, and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia for the 
financing of the Town Center Project infrastructure needs, and authorize the Mayor to execute the document; 
awarded the 2020 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) Asphalt Resurfacing Project to Baldwin Paving 
Company in an amount not to exceed $394,669.26, ratify the conditional Notice to Proceed and authorize the Mayor 
to execute the construction documents; approved the Service Delivery Strategy extension through October 31, 2020; 
approved a request for No Parking signs in Overlook Subdivision; approved CUP-03-2020, a conditional use permit for 
an Equipment Repair Establishment for property located at 2610 Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, Georgia, tax 
parcel 005 of tax plat 93N02 with staff stipulations; approve the Limited Rating Information Agreement for Insurance-
Support Organizations between Georgia Technology Authority and the City of Holly Springs and authorize the City 
Clerk to execute the document; approved the Bulk MVR Acknowledgement from the Georgia Department of Driver 
Services and authorize the City Clerk to execute the document; approved a Consent Agenda that included March 2, 
2020 Work Session Minutes, March 18, 2020 Special Called Work Session & Special Called Meeting Minutes, and 
March 25, 2020 Emergency Called Meeting Minutes; approved the Cherokee County Community Development Block 
Grant Program Cooperation Agreement, Federal Fiscal Year 2021-2023 between Cherokee County and the City of 
Holly Springs and to authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement; approved Property and Casualty Insurance 
Coverage with Georgia Interlocal Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) and to authorize the City Clerk to execute the 
renewal documents; approved Public Safety Catastrophe Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D) Coverage with 
Zurich North America and to authorize the City Clerk to execute the renewal documents; approved Law Enforcement 
Liability Coverage with Public Risk Underwriters of Texas and to authorize the City Clerk to execute the renewal 
documents; approved the Excess Cyber Insurance with Berkeley Insurance and to authorize the City Clerk to execute 
the documents; approved Terrorism, Active Shooter & Crisis Management Services Insurance with Hiscox, and to 
authorize the City Clerk to execute the documents; denied Environmental Liability Insurance with Georgia Interlocal 
Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) / Ironshore; approved Excess Crime Insurance with Great American and to 
authorize the City Clerk to execute the documents. 

May 
Approved the adoption of a resolution authorizing the execution of an intergovernmental contract and certain other 
documents related to the Urban Redevelopment Agency’s revenue bond; approved Contract Change Order #10-
Walnut Street Drainage Improvements from Georgia Development Partners for the Hickory Road and Palm Street 
Intersection Improvements Project; approved a Consent Agenda that included April 13, 2020 Council Work Session & 
Special Called Meeting Minutes, April 27, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes, enrollment of the Holly Springs Police 
Department in the CARFAX for Police Program and to authorize the Chief of Police to execute the document, a 
resolution to amend the Municipal Services Master Fee Schedule, terminating a lease agreement between Cherokee 
FOCUS and the City of Holly Springs, a resolution to reinvest five Certificates of Deposit in the Autocallable Goldman 
Sachs Momentum Building Multi-Asset 5S ER Index-Linked Certificates of Deposit due 2027 with South State 
Investment Services and authorize the City Manager to execute the documents, a resolution declaring certain 
property as surplus and authorizing its sale or disposal, a proposal for construction materials testing for the Palm 
Street Drainage and Hickory Road Proposed Improvements, Proposal Number P20052 (Revised) from Oasis 
Consulting Services, award the Morgan Road Resurfacing Project to Baldwin Paving Company in an amount not to 
exceed $178,038.04 and to authorize the Mayor to execute the construction contract documents, a resolution 
appointing Phyllis Long to the Downtown Development Authority and the Urban Redevelopment Agency; approved 
an ordinance to amend Chapter 6 – Alcoholic Beverages; Section 6-67. – Joint sales of alcoholic beverages by the 
drink and by the package of the Official Code of the City of Holly Springs. 

June Continued on page 11

COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY

In August, the City of Holly Springs was awarded funds from the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act of 2020 for reimbursement of expenditures 
incurred in relation to COVID-19.  At the direction of Mayor Miller and City Council, the 
City established the Small Business Relief Grant to assist Holly Springs’ small business 
owners.  The grant reimbursed small businesses for building and equipment rent, 
personal protective equipment and related expenses incurred from March 1st 
through July 31st.  The City awarded twenty-seven grants totaling $121,418. 

Businesses from all sectors and categories were awarded the grant, with most of 
them receiving the maximum $5,000. Erin Honea, Main Street Director and Assistant 
City Clerk, reviewed all applications for completeness and worked closely with the 
businesses who needed a little extra guidance to supply all the documents requested. 
“What was so obvious while reading application after application, was that our 
community’s business owners were very concerned with their customers’ and 
employees’ safety and health,” she said. “They grappled with their own bottom lines vs. 
the safety of those they serve and employ, and some had to make some very hard 
decisions. I hate that the pandemic was the reason I got to know some of them better, 
but I was so touched by their concern for others.” 

Kyle Church, owner of Tiger Rock Martial Arts and better known to his students as 
“Master Church,” was the first business to turn in their grant application. “Kyle has 
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Springs. Our business is about small town relationships and I pride myself on creating an 
atmosphere where everyone who enters our office feels like they are just an extension of 
our family,” said Bray.

Still, she was concerned for the health of her clients and her employees. “I sent everyone 
to work from home. Luckily, we already had laptops for most employees, and we 
could forward the phone calls. But I came in every day. This was the only way to 
keep both groups, my clients and my employees, safe. We all came back into the office 
in May, but not before I made a plan for how to keep everyone as safe as possible. 
I purchased masks, sneeze shields, and a LOT of Lysol and hand sanitizer,” she said. 
“While the pandemic has been difficult, we have adjusted.  I am thankful that my 
business is here in Holly Springs.  I am thankful for the grant that will allow me to 
purchase the items we need to keep people safe as they enter our office.”

The City of Holly Springs strives to be a friend to our community’s small businesses. It 
was our pleasure to be able to offer this very tangible example of our commitment to 
our community’s small business owners. 

10/2/20   6:38 PM
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been there for the City for years. If you have been to a Christmas Parade or Autumn Fest in the last 10 years, you have seen Kyle 
and his students. I have worked with Kyle through special events, sign permit applications, and now this grant application process,” 
said Honea. “Kyle always wants to help make Holly Springs a better place to live and play, and I was so glad that the City had the 
opportunity to offer a little bit of help during a very difficult time."    

Kyle pivoted pretty quickly when the pandemic hit in March, transitioning all classes to a virtual format, and his students did not miss 
one day of instruction. To keep his students safe, he is limiting class sizes, checking temperatures, keeping students six feet apart during 
class, and sanitizing the classroom, equipment, mats, and all touched surfaces between each class. Kyle is hopeful for the future. “We 
have been fortunate to have a very loyal student base who was willing to adapt to all of our changes.  However, like most other 
businesses during this time, we did lose a lot of students and have experienced a substantial loss in marketing opportunities.  The City’s 
relief grant will help us get back to where we were before March in order to continue to train the future leaders of Holly Springs,” he said. 

Lori Bray, owner of The Bray Agency and a local AllState insurance agent, knows how to work her business. She knows her clients well and 
works tirelessly to give them the kind of service you would expect from a hometown agent. “I have a large senior population as clients and 
the scare of COVID-19 didn’t seem to phase them much.  They often knocked on the door to make their payment or make changes to their 
policies.  That generation doesn’t want to do business over the phone.  They want to look you in the eye when they conduct their business 
and I didn’t want anything to jeopardize their ability to do that. It’s how I like to conduct business as well.  It’s why I like being in Holly 

CITY AWARDS 
SMALL BUSINESS RELIEF GRANTS 
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CITY SET 2020 MILLAGE RATE
The City of Holly Springs set the 2020 millage rate at 4.400 mills on August 17th.  This represents a reduction of 
4.56% from the previous year millage rate of 4.610 mills.  The Cherokee County Board of Commissioners set the 
millage rate for the Cherokee County Fire District at 3.292 mills in August.  The combined millage rate for Holly 
Springs will be 7.692 mills.

Although she is no longer with us, the City of 

Holly Springs honored the memory of long-

time Holly Springs resident, Betty Barrett, on 

July 31st, as JoAnne Barrett Drake, Mrs. 

Barrett’s daughter cut the ribbon officially 

opening Betty Barrett Way in Holly Springs. 

Members of Mrs. Barrett’s family joined 

JoAnne, including her husband, Tom, her 

brother and sister-in-law, Stan and Mandy 

Barrett, and Mrs. Barrett’s sister-in-law, Anne 

Payne and her son, Millard. Mrs. Barrett 
loved Holly Springs, and Holly Springs loved 
her back. JoAnne said, “Yes, my 
grandmother’s house is gone, my childhood 

home is no longer, and neither is Barrett Store, but it was unavoidable. Betty Barrett Way will be here for a very long time! 

Since Mother’s death, City Manager Rob Logan has been very good to the “Barrett kids.” He always kept us informed. I have 

been truly touched by Rob’s kindness. Thank you all for not forgetting one of your City’s greatest fans and our dear Mother.”  

Betty Barrett Way opened to motorists in July and connects Palm Street to the roundabout on Hickory Road. 

WELCOME
During the month of July, the Holly Springs 
Police Department welcomed several new 
police officers to its ranks. Please join us in 
welcoming Officers Annie DeCrescente and 
John Farkas to the Uniform Patrol Division. 

Officer Annie DeCrescente Officer John Farkas

Judge Darrel Caudill also swore in Officers Brandon Boyce, Davis 
Snider, and Scott Staber. These officers recently completed 
Session 9 of the Georgia Basic Law Enforcement Course, and after 
completing the HSPD training program, will be assigned to the 
Uniform Patrol Division. 

On August 3rd, Chief 
Carswell recognized 
Officer Patrick 
Davis with a Chief’s 
Commendation for 
his completion of the 
Basic Police Officer 
Motor Certification 
Course, where he 
received the Best in 
Class Award as Top 
Motor Operator.

On August 3rd, Chief Carswell also 
presented Corporal Kyle Bunch 
with a Chief’s Commendation for 
completing 400 hours of training 
certifying him, along with the 
City’s newest K-9 Officer, Wolf, 
in Apprehension, Tracking, and 
Narcotics Detection.  K-9 Officer 
Wolf will be taking over the duties 
of K-9 Officer Odan, who will 
retire soon. 

POLICE UPDATE
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STORMWATER

NOTES FROM THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Yard trimmings accounted for nearly half the municipal waste eliminated or diverted through source 
reduction programs in 2000 (USEPA, 2002). Source reduction has been a successful component of municipal 
waste management and is a major reason why landfill capacity at a national level remains relatively constant. 
In fact, source reduction is estimated to have prevented a 25 percent increase in solid waste in 2000. As of 
2000, 34 states had more than 10 years of landfill capacity remaining, 12 had five to 10 years, and 2 had less 
than five years of capacity remaining. (USEPA, 2002).

Yard clippings can be managed by reapplying them to lawns, or by composting at home or at community 
composting facilities. Reapplying clippings to yards, reduces solid waste and can decrease the need for 
fertilizer and water by adding nutrients and limiting evaporation.

Mowing the lawn without a collection bag helps grass to be reapplied without a lot of effort. Yard waste can 
also be composted and reapplied to improve water retention, add nutrients, reduce erosion and prevent 
storm water pollution.

To report a clogged ditch or drain or to report illegal dumping:
City of Holly Springs Stormwater Department
770-345-5536

PROPER DISPOSAL OF GRASS 
CLIPPINGS & LAWN WASTE

Why should grass clippings, yard wastes and other wastes NOT 
be discharged into storm drains?

• It is illegal to dump, sweep, rake or blow grass clippings and yard waste into drains, ditches and streets.
• When it rains, the waste is washed into the storm drainage system and gets clogged.
• When storm drains, ditches and streets become clogged due to excessive sediment/debris build up, flooding occurs.
• Expensive equipment and labor are required to find and remove clogs in drainage systems and ditches.
• Yard and household wastes suffocate plants growing on the creek banks and in ditches.
• Exposed dirt or barren ground next to storm inlets, drains, or ditches are potentially damaging during rainstorms as it

erodes the dirt/soil, washing them into the storm drainage system.
• Dirt can clog spawning areas for fish and cover the water channel floor resulting in fish food being covered and the fish

unable to sustain life.
• Also, if grass clippings reach creeks, streams, rivers and bays, they contribute to sediment buildup.
• Sediment buildup in creeks and streams will cause environmental pollution.

How can I help?

• If you see a clogged ditch or drain or illegal dumping, please report it.
• Don’t blow, sweep or dump grass clippings and yard waste into streets, ditches, drive ways, or storm drains. Blow or sweep

away from roads, ditches, gutters, and areas of run off.
• Bag grass clippings and leaves for landfill disposal or use other proper disposal methods like composting.
• Use composted material to reduce the use and cost of fertilizers.
• Don’t overuse pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers on your lawn. Don’t apply these treatments if the forecast calls for rain.
• Don’t hose sand or soil into the gutter.
• Avoid mulch cutting on steep slopes – this will cause run-off into storm drainage systems.
• Seed and mulch exposed soil.
• If you see your neighbor or someone in your neighborhood blowing grass clippings onto the street or storm drains, tell
   them it causes storm water pollution.
• Ensure your lawn maintenance contractor operates in accordance with City Code.
• Get involved! Share the information in this brochure with friends, family and neighbors.
• Don’t over water your lawn. Try to minimize run-off into the storm drain.
• Pick up pet waste and dispose of it in a toilet or garbage bin.

REMEMBER

Storm drains, inlets, ditches, streets, and other parts of the storm drainage system are 
not part of the sanitary or sewer system. Sanitary sewer waters are treated, storm sewer 
waters are not. They discharge directly to the creek, which leads to the river or the lake 
where you and your children may swim.
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• Dirt can clog spawning areas for fish and cover the water channel floor resulting in fish food being covered and the fish

unable to sustain life.
• Also, if grass clippings reach creeks, streams, rivers and bays, they contribute to sediment buildup.
• Sediment buildup in creeks and streams will cause environmental pollution.

How can I help?

• If you see a clogged ditch or drain or illegal dumping, please report it.
• Don’t blow, sweep or dump grass clippings and yard waste into streets, ditches, drive ways, or storm drains. Blow or sweep

away from roads, ditches, gutters, and areas of run off.
• Bag grass clippings and leaves for landfill disposal or use other proper disposal methods like composting.
• Use composted material to reduce the use and cost of fertilizers.
• Don’t overuse pesticides, herbicides, or fertilizers on your lawn. Don’t apply these treatments if the forecast calls for rain.
• Don’t hose sand or soil into the gutter.
• Avoid mulch cutting on steep slopes – this will cause run-off into storm drainage systems.
• Seed and mulch exposed soil.
• If you see your neighbor or someone in your neighborhood blowing grass clippings onto the street or storm drains, tell
   them it causes storm water pollution.
• Ensure your lawn maintenance contractor operates in accordance with City Code.
• Get involved! Share the information in this brochure with friends, family and neighbors.
• Don’t over water your lawn. Try to minimize run-off into the storm drain.
• Pick up pet waste and dispose of it in a toilet or garbage bin.

REMEMBER

Storm drains, inlets, ditches, streets, and other parts of the storm drainage system are 
not part of the sanitary or sewer system. Sanitary sewer waters are treated, storm sewer 
waters are not. They discharge directly to the creek, which leads to the river or the lake 
where you and your children may swim.
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CITY SET 2020 MILLAGE RATE
The City of Holly Springs set the 2020 millage rate at 4.400 mills on August 17th.  This represents a reduction of 
4.56% from the previous year millage rate of 4.610 mills.  The Cherokee County Board of Commissioners set the 
millage rate for the Cherokee County Fire District at 3.292 mills in August.  The combined millage rate for Holly 
Springs will be 7.692 mills.

Although she is no longer with us, the City of 

Holly Springs honored the memory of long-

time Holly Springs resident, Betty Barrett, on 

July 31st, as JoAnne Barrett Drake, Mrs. 

Barrett’s daughter cut the ribbon officially 

opening Betty Barrett Way in Holly Springs. 

Members of Mrs. Barrett’s family joined 

JoAnne, including her husband, Tom, her 

brother and sister-in-law, Stan and Mandy 

Barrett, and Mrs. Barrett’s sister-in-law, Anne 

Payne and her son, Millard. Mrs. Barrett 
loved Holly Springs, and Holly Springs loved 
her back. JoAnne said, “Yes, my 
grandmother’s house is gone, my childhood 

home is no longer, and neither is Barrett Store, but it was unavoidable. Betty Barrett Way will be here for a very long time! 

Since Mother’s death, City Manager Rob Logan has been very good to the “Barrett kids.” He always kept us informed. I have 

been truly touched by Rob’s kindness. Thank you all for not forgetting one of your City’s greatest fans and our dear Mother.”  

Betty Barrett Way opened to motorists in July and connects Palm Street to the roundabout on Hickory Road. 

WELCOME
During the month of July, the Holly Springs 
Police Department welcomed several new 
police officers to its ranks. Please join us in 
welcoming Officers Annie DeCrescente and 
John Farkas to the Uniform Patrol Division. 

Officer Annie DeCrescente Officer John Farkas

Judge Darrel Caudill also swore in Officers Brandon Boyce, Davis 
Snider, and Scott Staber. These officers recently completed 
Session 9 of the Georgia Basic Law Enforcement Course, and after 
completing the HSPD training program, will be assigned to the 
Uniform Patrol Division. 

On August 3rd, Chief 
Carswell recognized 
Officer Patrick 
Davis with a Chief’s 
Commendation for 
his completion of the 
Basic Police Officer 
Motor Certification 
Course, where he 
received the Best in 
Class Award as Top 
Motor Operator.

On August 3rd, Chief Carswell also 
presented Corporal Kyle Bunch 
with a Chief’s Commendation for 
completing 400 hours of training 
certifying him, along with the 
City’s newest K-9 Officer, Wolf, 
in Apprehension, Tracking, and 
Narcotics Detection.  K-9 Officer 
Wolf will be taking over the duties 
of K-9 Officer Odan, who will 
retire soon. 

POLICE UPDATE
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April 
Approved ratifying the Georgia Highway Safety Grant Application; approved a Commitment Letter among South State 
Bank, the Urban Redevelopment Agency of the City of Holly Springs, and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia for the 
financing of the Town Center Project infrastructure needs, and authorize the Mayor to execute the document; 
awarded the 2020 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) Asphalt Resurfacing Project to Baldwin Paving 
Company in an amount not to exceed $394,669.26, ratify the conditional Notice to Proceed and authorize the Mayor 
to execute the construction documents; approved the Service Delivery Strategy extension through October 31, 2020; 
approved a request for No Parking signs in Overlook Subdivision; approved CUP-03-2020, a conditional use permit for 
an Equipment Repair Establishment for property located at 2610 Holly Springs Parkway, Holly Springs, Georgia, tax 
parcel 005 of tax plat 93N02 with staff stipulations; approve the Limited Rating Information Agreement for Insurance-
Support Organizations between Georgia Technology Authority and the City of Holly Springs and authorize the City 
Clerk to execute the document; approved the Bulk MVR Acknowledgement from the Georgia Department of Driver 
Services and authorize the City Clerk to execute the document; approved a Consent Agenda that included March 2, 
2020 Work Session Minutes, March 18, 2020 Special Called Work Session & Special Called Meeting Minutes, and 
March 25, 2020 Emergency Called Meeting Minutes; approved the Cherokee County Community Development Block 
Grant Program Cooperation Agreement, Federal Fiscal Year 2021-2023 between Cherokee County and the City of 
Holly Springs and to authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement; approved Property and Casualty Insurance 
Coverage with Georgia Interlocal Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) and to authorize the City Clerk to execute the 
renewal documents; approved Public Safety Catastrophe Accidental Death & Dismemberment (AD&D) Coverage with 
Zurich North America and to authorize the City Clerk to execute the renewal documents; approved Law Enforcement 
Liability Coverage with Public Risk Underwriters of Texas and to authorize the City Clerk to execute the renewal 
documents; approved the Excess Cyber Insurance with Berkeley Insurance and to authorize the City Clerk to execute 
the documents; approved Terrorism, Active Shooter & Crisis Management Services Insurance with Hiscox, and to 
authorize the City Clerk to execute the documents; denied Environmental Liability Insurance with Georgia Interlocal 
Risk Management Agency (GIRMA) / Ironshore; approved Excess Crime Insurance with Great American and to 
authorize the City Clerk to execute the documents. 

May 
Approved the adoption of a resolution authorizing the execution of an intergovernmental contract and certain other 
documents related to the Urban Redevelopment Agency’s revenue bond; approved Contract Change Order #10-
Walnut Street Drainage Improvements from Georgia Development Partners for the Hickory Road and Palm Street 
Intersection Improvements Project; approved a Consent Agenda that included April 13, 2020 Council Work Session & 
Special Called Meeting Minutes, April 27, 2020 Council Meeting Minutes, enrollment of the Holly Springs Police 
Department in the CARFAX for Police Program and to authorize the Chief of Police to execute the document, a 
resolution to amend the Municipal Services Master Fee Schedule, terminating a lease agreement between Cherokee 
FOCUS and the City of Holly Springs, a resolution to reinvest five Certificates of Deposit in the Autocallable Goldman 
Sachs Momentum Building Multi-Asset 5S ER Index-Linked Certificates of Deposit due 2027 with South State 
Investment Services and authorize the City Manager to execute the documents, a resolution declaring certain 
property as surplus and authorizing its sale or disposal, a proposal for construction materials testing for the Palm 
Street Drainage and Hickory Road Proposed Improvements, Proposal Number P20052 (Revised) from Oasis 
Consulting Services, award the Morgan Road Resurfacing Project to Baldwin Paving Company in an amount not to 
exceed $178,038.04 and to authorize the Mayor to execute the construction contract documents, a resolution 
appointing Phyllis Long to the Downtown Development Authority and the Urban Redevelopment Agency; approved 
an ordinance to amend Chapter 6 – Alcoholic Beverages; Section 6-67. – Joint sales of alcoholic beverages by the 
drink and by the package of the Official Code of the City of Holly Springs. 

June Continued on page 11

COUNCIL MINUTE SUMMARY

In August, the City of Holly Springs was awarded funds from the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act of 2020 for reimbursement of expenditures 
incurred in relation to COVID-19.  At the direction of Mayor Miller and City Council, the 
City established the Small Business Relief Grant to assist Holly Springs’ small business 
owners.  The grant reimbursed small businesses for building and equipment rent, 
personal protective equipment and related expenses incurred from March 1st 
through July 31st.  The City awarded twenty-seven grants totaling $121,418. 

Businesses from all sectors and categories were awarded the grant, with most of 
them receiving the maximum $5,000. Erin Honea, Main Street Director and Assistant 
City Clerk, reviewed all applications for completeness and worked closely with the 
businesses who needed a little extra guidance to supply all the documents requested. 
“What was so obvious while reading application after application, was that our 
community’s business owners were very concerned with their customers’ and 
employees’ safety and health,” she said. “They grappled with their own bottom lines vs. 
the safety of those they serve and employ, and some had to make some very hard 
decisions. I hate that the pandemic was the reason I got to know some of them better, 
but I was so touched by their concern for others.” 

Kyle Church, owner of Tiger Rock Martial Arts and better known to his students as 
“Master Church,” was the first business to turn in their grant application. “Kyle has 
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Springs. Our business is about small town relationships and I pride myself on creating an 
atmosphere where everyone who enters our office feels like they are just an extension of 
our family,” said Bray.

Still, she was concerned for the health of her clients and her employees. “I sent everyone 
to work from home. Luckily, we already had laptops for most employees, and we 
could forward the phone calls. But I came in every day. This was the only way to 
keep both groups, my clients and my employees, safe. We all came back into the office 
in May, but not before I made a plan for how to keep everyone as safe as possible. 
I purchased masks, sneeze shields, and a LOT of Lysol and hand sanitizer,” she said. 
“While the pandemic has been difficult, we have adjusted.  I am thankful that my 
business is here in Holly Springs.  I am thankful for the grant that will allow me to 
purchase the items we need to keep people safe as they enter our office.”

The City of Holly Springs strives to be a friend to our community’s small businesses. It 
was our pleasure to be able to offer this very tangible example of our commitment to 
our community’s small business owners. 
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been there for the City for years. If you have been to a Christmas Parade or Autumn Fest in the last 10 years, you have seen Kyle 
and his students. I have worked with Kyle through special events, sign permit applications, and now this grant application process,” 
said Honea. “Kyle always wants to help make Holly Springs a better place to live and play, and I was so glad that the City had the 
opportunity to offer a little bit of help during a very difficult time."    

Kyle pivoted pretty quickly when the pandemic hit in March, transitioning all classes to a virtual format, and his students did not miss 
one day of instruction. To keep his students safe, he is limiting class sizes, checking temperatures, keeping students six feet apart during 
class, and sanitizing the classroom, equipment, mats, and all touched surfaces between each class. Kyle is hopeful for the future. “We 
have been fortunate to have a very loyal student base who was willing to adapt to all of our changes.  However, like most other 
businesses during this time, we did lose a lot of students and have experienced a substantial loss in marketing opportunities.  The City’s 
relief grant will help us get back to where we were before March in order to continue to train the future leaders of Holly Springs,” he said. 

Lori Bray, owner of The Bray Agency and a local AllState insurance agent, knows how to work her business. She knows her clients well and 
works tirelessly to give them the kind of service you would expect from a hometown agent. “I have a large senior population as clients and 
the scare of COVID-19 didn’t seem to phase them much.  They often knocked on the door to make their payment or make changes to their 
policies.  That generation doesn’t want to do business over the phone.  They want to look you in the eye when they conduct their business 
and I didn’t want anything to jeopardize their ability to do that. It’s how I like to conduct business as well.  It’s why I like being in Holly 

CITY AWARDS 
SMALL BUSINESS RELIEF GRANTS 
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Administration | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

City Manager – Rob Logan

City Clerk/HR Director – Karen Norred

Finance Director– Denise Lamazares

IT & Facilities Manager – Ron Carter

Accounting Specialist – Becky Bruce

Main Street Director/Assistant City Clerk– Erin Honea

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538

Court Administrator – Donna Sanders

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537

Police Chief – Mike Carswell

Deputy Chief – Tommy Keheley

Code Enforcement Officer – Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533

Community Development Director – Nancy Moon

Chief Building Official – Gary Caviness

Stormwater Coordinator/GIS Technican – Zach Arnold 

Community Development Technicians – Tracy Chambers & Sabrina Resendiz

Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536

Public Works Project Manager – Collins Monette

Visit us online at  
www.hollyspringsga.us  

for updates, calendar of special events 
and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 19th

November 16th

December 21st  

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 8th

November 12th 

December 10th 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Meets at 6:30 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 21st 
November 18th 
December 16th 

TREE COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

October 13th 
November 10th 
December 8th  

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the
first Monday of each month.

Elections
NOTICE OF GENERAL AND SPECIAL ELECTION
The City of Holly Springs will hold a Municipal Special Election in conjunction with the Municipal General 
Election on Tuesday, November 3, 2020 from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. along with the Cherokee County General 
Election. 

The purpose of the General Election is to fill the following seats: Mayor, Council Ward 3, and Council Ward 5.  
All Wards are city-at-large positions with geographic residency requirements. Below is a list of candidates. The 
purpose of the Special Election being held is in accordance with the recent enactment of House Bill 1087.

Mayor
Steve Miller (Incumbent)

Ward 3
Michael Zenchuk (Incumbent)

Ward 5
Jeffrey D. Wilbur

Shall the Act be approved which provides a homestead exemption 
from City of Holly Springs ad valorem taxes for municipal purposes in 
the amount of up to $409,900.00 of the appraised value of the 
homestead for residents of that city who are 62 years of age or older?”
(  )  YES
(  )  NO

Municipal General Election:   Tuesday, November 3, 2020, 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Absentee mail-out, in-person early voting and voter registration information call 770-479-0407. 
On Election Day, voters will be required to vote at their Cherokee County polling locations. For more 
information or to locate your polling place; or dates/times/locations for absentee and early voting – please call 
770-479-0407; Email: voterhelp@cherokeega.com; or visit their website: http://voter.cherokeega.com.

Polls will open for the November 3, 2020, election at 7:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m., at all applicable 
County precincts.  Computation of votes cast in the November 3rd election will be conducted at the Albert 
L. Stone Elections Building, 400 East Main Street, Canton, Georgia 30114.  This and all City of Holly Springs’
elections are governed by the Municipal Election Code of the State of Georgia and the City Charter.  A copy of
the ordinance and/or resolution calling for the election is on file, together with other relevant documents, for
inspection at the City Clerk’s Office, 3237 Holly Springs Pkwy, Holly Springs, GA., between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

About the City of Holly Springs’ Government
The City of Holly Springs government consists of a Mayor and five Council Members. The term of each office is 
four years. The elections are staggered every two years. The City of Holly Springs is divided into five geographic 
wards, which are elected at-large by plurality vote. Candidates must reside in the ward he or she is running for 
when he or she qualifies as a candidate. Elected officials shall continue to reside in the ward he or she qualified 
for throughout the duration of their period of service as well as continue to be registered and eligible to vote in 
municipal elections of the City. 
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Known to many as “Joe Mac,” Sgt. Joe McDonald retired 
from the Holly Springs Police Department on September 
10th after serving with the 
Cherokee County Sheriff’s 
Office, Pickens County 
Sheriff’s Office, and finally, 
the Holly Springs Police 
Department. 

Enjoy your retirement, Sgt. 
McDonald!
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City Receives State Funding 
for Widening Project
The City of Holly Springs has been awarded state funding to complete Phase II of its Holly Springs Parkway 
Widening Project. 

On June 23, 2020, Governor Brian Kemp announced that the State Road and Tollway Authority (SRTA) awarded 
over $25 million to various transportation infrastructure projects throughout the state through the Georgia 
Transportation Infrastructure Bank (GTIB). The City of Holly Springs will be receiving a $1.25 million grant 
award as well as a $3.5 million loan award. Grant applications were evaluated on a competitive basis, and 
criteria included engineering and economic merit, availability of matching funds, and feasibility. Loan awards, 
in addition to the criteria for grant awards, were also evaluated based on the creditworthiness of the 
community.

The project will widen Holly Springs Parkway from Rabbit Hill Road to Ronnell Road with two new travel lanes, 
and will also include the extension of a concrete box culvert, installation of a raised and grassed twenty-
foot median, installation of curb and gutter, installation of five foot sidewalks, and installation of 
pedestrian lighting. At its completion, the project will provide connectivity between the pedestrian 
sidewalks recently installed in front of The Darby and Sixes Ridge apartment complexes and the sidewalks 
installed during Phase I of the project. The City’s Tree Commission will use its tree preservation funding 
allocation to plant trees within the designed streetscapes area.

In addition to improving pedestrian connectivity throughout the City, the project will also improve commuter 
access to local businesses and reduce demand on I-575. Preliminary engineering began in June 2020 and 
construction is expected to begin in the Winter of 2021.

Continued Council Minute Summary 
June
Approved a Consent Agenda that included May 4, 2020 Council Work Session & Special Called Meeting Minutes, May 21, 2020 Council Work 
Session & Meeting Minutes, a proposal for pre-demolition screening for suspected asbestos for certain structures located at 411 Hickory 
Road and 100 Hickory Circle from Environmental Associates, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $1,400, a Letter of Agreement for Professional 
Design Services, Holly Springs Town Center Project, Task 1 – Audio-Visual System Design, Task 2 – Site Electrical & Low Voltage Lighting Design, 
Task 3 – Tree Mitigation Plans, Task 4 – Memorial Park Design, and Task 5 – Memorial Park Bidding Assistance & Construction Administration 
Assistance among Foresite Group, LLC, the Downtown Development Authority, and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia, a Professional Services 
Agreement Addendum No. 13 for Task 73 – Boundary Survey and Task 74 – Topographic Mapping between Southeastern Engineering, Inc. 
(SEI) and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia , a Utility Relocation Agreement between Georgia Power Company and the City of Holly Springs, 
Georgia for the Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project, Georgia Department of Transportation Project Number PI# L8211, in an amount 
not to exceed $58,894, terminating a Service Agreement between Clementine Creative and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia, Amendments to 
RES-15-2020, to open one (1) Certificate of Deposit (CD) in the Autocallable Goldman Sachs (GS) Momentum Builder Multi-Asset 5S ER Index-
Linked Certificate of Deposit (CD) due 2027 with South State Bank Investment Services and authorize the City Manager to manage said 
investment, a resolution to open a Certificate of Deposit with South State Bank and authorize the City Manager to manage said Certificate of 
Deposit, the 2020-2021 Classic Main Street Memorandum of Understanding among the Georgia Department of Community Affairs Office of 
Downtown Development Georgia Main Street Program, the Downtown Development Authority, the Main Street Director, and the City of 
Holly Springs, Georgia and authorize the City Clerk and Main Street Director to electronically execute the agreement, a Trademark Sublicense 
Agreement between the Georgia Department of Community Affairs and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia and authorize the Main Street 
Director to electronically execute the agreement, Proposal Number 1612 for the East Cherokee Guardrail Project from Gracie Gray 
Contractors, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $39,930, a proposal from OnSite Monitoring & Management, LLC for the activities associated 
with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System  (NPDES) general permit GAR100001 for the Holly Springs Mixed-Use Land 
Disturbance Permit in an amount not to exceed $300 per month and authorize and ratify the City Manager’s execution of the agreement, an 
amendment One to the Contract for Professional Services between Optech Monette, LLC and the City of Holly Springs, Georgia, Contract 
Change Order #11 from Georgia Development Partners for the Hickory Road and Palm Street Intersection Improvements Project in an 
amount not to exceed $14,506.80, amendments to the job description for Administrative Assistant, Police Department.
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For the first time in 15 years, Ward 5 residents have new 
representation on City Council. 
Jeff Wilbur, the unopposed candidate who qualified for 
the Ward 5 City Council seat was sworn into office on 
September 28th. Councilman Wilbur is filling the 
unexpired term of Jeremy Smith, and as the only 
candidate who qualified during the election qualifying 
period, will continue to serve as the Ward 5 
councilmember from January 1, 2021-December 31, 
2024. 

New Ward 5 Councilmember Takes Office

Councilman Wilbur worked for BellSouth for 18 
years and then retired from the information 
technology field several years ago. Unable to sit 
still, he began working for Cherokee Insurance 
Center, focusing on commercial and personal 
insurance. He is also involved in numerous civic and 
non-profit organizations in Cherokee County.  “I am 
looking forward to working with the Mayor and 
other councilmembers as we move into the new 
year. I am hopeful that as a member of a team we 
can continue to help our community of Holly 
Springs be all that it can be with a controlled vision 
of planning and positive growth,” he said. 

City Clerk Karen Norred administers the 
Oath of Office to Councilman Wilbur. 



ELECTIONS 3

BETTY BARRETT WAY 5

SMALL BUSINESS RELIEF GRANT 9

WHAT’S INSIDE 

Official Newsletter of the 
City of Holly Springs

WELLSTAR CHEROKEE HEALTH PARK
1120 Wellstar Way, Holly Springs, GA 30114
(470) 267-0025

COMPREHENSIVE CARE 
CONVENIENT TO YOU

Urgent Care
Family Medicine
Pediatrics
Cardiology
Cardiac Diagnostics*
Ear Nose & Throat
Endocrinology
General Surgery

Hand Surgery
Imaging*

Lab Outreach Services
OB/GYN

Sleep Center*
Urology

Wellstar OrthoSport*
*SERVICES OF WELLSTAR 
KENNESTONE HOSPITAL

Learn about our services & book an appointment visit
wellstar.org/cherokeehealthpark

City of Holly Springs
P.O. Box 990 
Holly Springs, GA 30142

Elected Officials
Mayor: Steve Miller

Councilwoman: Karen Barnett 

Councilwoman: Dee Phillips 

Councilman: Kyle Whitaker

Councilman: Jeff Wilbur

Councilman: Michael Roy Zenchuk II

Contact us:
Our physical address:

City of Holly Springs

3237 Holly Springs Parkway

Holly Springs, GA 30115

Administration: 770-345-5536 

Community Development: 770-345-5533 

Police Department: 770-345-5537 

Police Tip Hot line: 770-704-0667 

Municipal Court: 770-345-5538 

Emergency: 911

We’re on the web!
www.hollyspringsga.us
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The Town Center Road Network was completed by Georgia Development Partners in September.  The final 
coat of asphalt and striping were completed the fourth week of September.  Georgia Power has run 
conduit throughout the intersection for streetlights and lamp posts and expects to install the fixtures this 
fall.  The request for bids was sent out for the site work, water and sewer infrastructure, retaining walls, 
and interior roadways for the Town Center this fall.  This work is anticipated to begin in early 2021.  

Caldwell Cline Architects & Designers continues their design work for the new City Hall, amphitheater, and ancillary structures in the 
central park.  Kimley-Horn is also progressing on the engineering of the on-site parking structure as well.
The Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project between Toonigh Creek and Palm Lake Drive is behind schedule due to delays from the 
relocation of overhead utilities and inclement weather this summer.   A1 Contracting, LLC expects to have the project complete this 
fall.  Upon completion, this project will correct stormwater drainage issues along Palm Street near Toonigh Creek and will include the 
addition of sidewalks in the area as well.  
TriScapes, Inc. completed the Hickory Road Sidewalk and Drainage Project between Harmony on the Lakes and J.B. Owens Park in 
August.  This project addressed stormwater issues along Hickory Road and added sidewalks to connect Harmony on the Lakes to the 
park.  
I am pleased to announce that the City of Holly Springs was notified on July 8th that our 2020 budget was awarded the Distinguished 
Budget Presentation Award by the Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA).  The City of Holly Springs has received this 
recognition annually since 2010.  Our Finance Director, Denise Lamazares, and her staff work diligently every year to prepare our 
budget and submit it to the GFOA for evaluation.  Please visit the City of Holly Springs official website to review the budget at www. 
hollyspringsga.us/gfoabudgetbook_2020. 
The City Council approved the 2021 Local Maintenance Improvement Grant (LMIG) resurfacing and repair project on September 10th.  
The 2021 project includes resurfacing and repairs on Holly Springs Parkway from Home Depot to Toonigh Road, Bradshaw Lane, 
Childers Academic Circle, Barrett Road, Park Lane, Apache Drive and Joseph Street. 
Roger Caldwell with Caldwell Cline Architects & Designers has proposed exterior renovations for the Holly Springs Community Center 
(Depot) including the replacement of the handicapped ramp, deck and painting the exterior façade of the building.  The City will also 
expand the parking lot for the Depot including the construction of an access drive to Palm Street.
Mayor Joe Lockwood from the City of Milton and I were elected in June to serve as the Georgia Municipal Association District 3 North 
President and Vice President, respectively.  I look forward to serving in this capacity on behalf of the City of Holly Springs.
I am pleased to announce that the City of Holly Springs was notified by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Georgia Crime 
Information Center (GCIC) on June 19th that we are in full compliance with all applicable statutes, regulations and policies for non-
criminal justice purposes.  GCIC audited our files for alcohol license submissions maintained by Karen Norred, City Clerk, to ensure that 
all of our records are in compliance with GCIC requirements.
I want to wish Jeremy Smith and his family the best of luck.  He and his family moved out of the City of Holly Springs in August.  Jeremy 
has faithfully served as the Ward 5 City Councilmember of Holly Springs over fifteen years.  We look forward to getting to know Jeff 
Wilbur as he assumes the role of representing Ward 5.

 WE ARE HERE TO SERVE. 
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